THE KING RULES
the question was raised by a Member [Onslow] who had voted
against Wilkes's expulsion from the Commons: he ultimately
attached himself to North's party, but at the time these proceed-
ings took place he cannot be said to have been a thorough-going
Government supporter. In the second place there was nothing
unconstitutional in the proceedings. The Standing Order was
very explicit: the fact that it had been evaded did not invalidate
it. Even Chatham who was whole-heartedly opposed to the
proceedings against the Lord Mayor and the two Aldermen took
this line:
That the proceeding of the Lord Mayor is censurable [he wrote],
I have no doubt; and as far as resolutions asserting the clear right
of either House of Parliament, I could not in conscience oppose
them, in case the matter should come before the House of Lords:
but I am of opinion, that to go further than the Iruta fiilmina parlia-
mentaria, noise without effect, would be neither wise nor becoming.
Very similar was the view taken by the King and North. As
early as February aist George discussed the matter fully with his
Prime Minister.
I have very much considered [he wrote] the affair of the Printers
that is now coming before the House, I do in the strongest manner
recommend that every caution may be used to prevent its becoming
a serious affair.
It was not fear of the consequences which troubled the King:
having a thorough appreciation of the issues involved he went
on to make a suggestion as to the best way of dealing with the
Printers.
It is highly necessary that this strange and lawless method of pub-
lishing Debates in the Papers should be put a stop to; but is not
the House of Lords as a Court of Record, the best Court to bring
such miscreants before, as it can fine as well as imprison; and as
the Lords have broader shoulders to support any schism that this
salutary measure may occasion in the minds of the vulgar.
It would indicate that the King had learnt the grim lesson which
had emerged out of the earlier attacks on "Wilkes.
The whole trouble was due to the fact that the case of the
Printers was too inextricably interwoven in that of Wilkes to
permit of a calm solution of die problem which faced the Govern-
ment. Once Thompson and Wheble were set at liberty by
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